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AZOO CITY is somewhat distinctive
among Mississippi towns in that it is a
planned community, Unlike many other
places in the State that grew up around the
happenstance bamn, gin, or store, Yaroo City’s
location was carefully selected by some of the
mest successful speculaton of the Jacksonian era.

It was first chosen in 1828 by the wily
half-French Indian chief, Greenwood Leflore,
who recefved the acreage on which Yazoo City
was built a5 a part of the Treaty of Daak's Stand.

Leflore, m tern, sold it within a few months
for $10 an acre o a group of developers from
Chinton who laid out the town on a precise
grid plan, called e Manchester, named the
streets after presidents and after themselbves,
and successfully auctioned off the lots
berween 1830 and 1834,

By January 1839, the citizens had
developed a sense of place that made the
name Manchester inappropriate. already the
town had become the largest communicy in
the county with 3 pepulation of about one
thousand, and had the potential of becoming
the marketing center of several counties.

The name that most clearly described
these facts was chosen as the legal title of
the town, The town was inextricably tied
to the river Yaroo, and it was developing into
the center of activity of the county Yaroo. It
100k the name that described this focus:
YAZOO CTY.

It is a pleasure o share the Yazoo
Histarical District with you. As you make
your tour, please remember that the
residences are private nol open o public
visits except by special arrangements with

the owners or at events scheduled by the
commurity. It i requested that all homes be
viewed from the sidewalk next to the sireet,
and that care be taken not w0 intrude upon
the privacy and the quiet residential integrity
of the neighborhood,
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HISTORIC CITY BUILDINGS

These ¢hrrche, buildings, amd hamed are I6Caped within
a Tew Plodia of dowrdonss Tanoe City.

Yazoo County Courthouse

Mt Vermon M. B, Chirch
Conipdorate Momuament

Trangle Cultura Center

Trimisy Eplscogaal Church

B 5 Ricks Memarlal [ibrary

St Frands Catholic Chaarch / Head Start
First Prestrterian Church

First [inited Mefhkssdist Church

St Mary's Catholic Church

Elies {Club

Citinr Halll

Bathel &M E Church

Oalies Aldcan-Amencan Cutazal Center
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Ti'EE HISTORIC BUSINESS DISTRICT

of Yazon iy has been a section fated with naturel
ek o

Prior i the 20™ century leves condruchion
throughout the Yazoo River Basin, the District was
frequeniy Inundated by severe speing Soods,
These food waters are the seasons for the Delta’s
rich scil compostion, buk they were also a constant
mienace to the community’s starekeepens and
entreprendurs. The levee proved a welcomexd
solution 1o ths problem and the iy has
axperienced no major floodings sinee 1927,

However, the disaster that took the
graatest toll on Yazoo City was the fire of 1904
Turo-thirds of the city, inchuding most of the
Business District, was burned to the ground
Approximately 324 bulldings were destroyed
Fortunately, & part of the hisioric ressdential section
was spared. The immaediate rebullding of the
busiress disnct created a unliorminy of
architectural ste which has mertied the entine
devamiown section 3 Exting bn the Magonal Hegister
of Historte Places.

In the residential district, the proliferaton
of large Queen Anne and Colonial Revival
residences after the 1904 fire attests to the
ecomomibe prospenity of Yazoo City at the turn of
the 2P cerbany The population of the o
incressed significanty in the early part of the 20th
century  The architechural idiom in the residential
section & thus most commaonty expressed in the
ore and two-story Queen Anne houses with
extended gable fronts, augmented by a pleasant
mixture of earber Greek Revival and more informal
ca 1920 bungalows and cotthges,
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A GOOD PLACE TO BEGIN the waking tour k a1 the Courthouse () 3t 201 East Broadway, pictured on
the Trent of this brochure. The three-sory, hip rool, succoed brick snture was completed in TB72 at a cost of
445,000, The building replaced an 1 B4% Greek Revival structure, designed by William Nichols [archatact of the
Mississop Governor's Mansion), that was burned In 1864 by Union soldiers.

An octagonal cupola housing the town clock s a noticeare
feamure of this Beaus Arts Classicism bulding, Hall of the 51 700
reeedegd v comstriect the tower and @ hase the dock wat
cortnbibed ty private ctizens. T he original weights wed for the
weeldy winding of the clock are sl in place.

In 1952 the courthouse was compleely renovated and «estored
to 1872 grandews, white adding a few mogdern Coowemence: such &5
adequate electrical outlers and central beat ard air.

1. Estes House, 405 Eau Broadway

Tl

The Estes Mouse MNo. |, 405 East Broadwayl 5 a modified
Queen Anne with wraparound porch. Built argund 1905 and
purchased by the Estes familly in E922, the howse has perfectly
piain Doric columns and 3 glass tansom over the front docs A
granite nameplate mscribed “Estes” s embedded in the fror:
sidmealk desipnatimg the Estes home,




2. Lighccap-Holmes House, 417 Eaa Broadeay The next house on the tour is an imposng yellow brck, two-
e . . gory mansion, the Lightcap-Holmes House (Fulgham-—Na., 2,

: : f 219 East Broadwayl. This stroctare was built around 1910 in 4

sophisticated classical revival Idiom ncorporating fre riple windows

o at both stories, an imposing Tuscan Dorlc porch with recently-
i restored bahiirade and vase-topped comer posts. The Palladian-
!ﬁ arched doorway retains the elegant etched-glass monogram of
" Harrison Lightcap, the bulder.
I' 3. Berry-Brisver House, 505 Ba Brosdasy
i Busilt in the 1890, :
b the Berry-Brister
House [Gider—No.
3, 305 Ean Broad-

wavl ortgnally g fine fae Victoran rurmed columas and frerwork
tredises, A 1904 photopraph shows the Rouse pror e a 1720
aleralson complete with a sparking paint scheme pokmg ou the
elabarate rdwdek, A Two=itory chambersd bay and Comecal-roofed
Cormr Tuernel ke of the freem elevaticn 3 dramasic endemale,

O up Broadway is The Hollles (Story—3o, 4, 521 Eax
Broadway), an eegant coftape with French doces a8 the ponch
Slovation replacing mis orgnal windows. The arrangement of the
front, with 3 pediment over the three central bays of an irger porch
and iguare and otagid column with gracelul braciers, achieves a
CETAN Qe FrRfERnentainy,

4. The Holles 520 Fag Beopbasy

Aoz the streel
L ERe. rggsl %
the Emtledike
Farker House
[Sills—=No, 5,
528 Ext Broad:
way] an imposing Coeen Anme-classical tewival home with twd Somnes
and ‘a three-story turret at the northwest commer, Decalls of this
howse Bchude feaded gass doors and an imposing saircase with
intricate yendies, poeated by 3 stained glass window at the landing

The Lear Howse (Moerisetio—Mo. &, 537 Eag Broadwayl 1 a
finte Oseery Anne revival masanry-walied dweling. This kouse
probabhy darés from aroussd | BBS, and most of the important
exterdor and inerior detadl has been carefully preserved. The high-
pitched ool retaing its orgmal painced, stamped-tin wriace




7. Dreschler House 517 tau Smadwsy The Dreschier Houwse [Barret:—MNo. 7, 617 East Breadway) 5 2 one

. e A and-a-half story Queen Anne frame cottage b arounst 1880 on
one of the s plaifed Tor the ciy of Manchester in 1830, Features
of the house indude a slate rood, wrap-amursd porch, double parkes,
arid heart-pine floonng. The thies lirge windows on the porch raise
into the ank creating Noor-to-cetling doorways Tor ventilation

B. Griffin Howse, 477 Lat Beoatas

AT I 1 BSD by D P ]
MeCormick for b daughter,
Helen Griffin, the Griffin House
Morglist=Mo. 8, 627 Eax
Broadwayl was originally three
gaes with two additional wings
off the back, This e Victorian
srCTure fealuredd &1 ormate 58 aie-
Cae bul n Philadelphis, Pern-
Sivania, anud shipped by barge o
Yaroo City. The woodwork of the
parior, Sbrary, and entance hall
are walnut, cherry, and pak
respecively and still bear scars of
the two fires which badly dam-
aged the structure at the oo of
khe cerduny. One wing and 1he
third floor were beyordd regasr,
Remodeled again in 1973, the
laCads was charged [0 a more
Elasiec Ay, arcd the Kitchen wing wais removed from the rear of the home

FOWIRG O TO EAST MABNSOMN, we find 3 handsome ¢latsscal
revdl structure, the Birdsall-Hendrlx Houwse (Perry—Mo, 7, 427
a7 7 Eant Moy East Madison), probably builc arcund 1915 The two modified, Nuted
Donc colurmns support a pedienent over the Dwo-story central gallery
whike & one<siony colonnade provides 3 wader gallery 30 The first level.
A fine leaded and beveled glass door serves ax the principal emrance

Diagonally across the sirect & the Jobn Sharp Willlams Townhouse

[Hotmes—MNo. 10, 427 Easg Madison), Sacd 1o have been onginaly a
frepestiory stmacture, this howse wad remodeled o the 193040 peniod
It retains an imeresting origingl entrance door from e 1880 perind

[ 1. The Cottage

A1y Eaw Madnon

Mext door, The Cottage (Moo 11—419 Easr Madison) & a modest
Criegn Anng strecture which s exermpdary for is chamfered corrsen
and irs extended gable, An undenstory, which 5 an unusual fructural
device i Vatoo County, & part of the Tabrg used i the bullding
COTELAC AT,




12, The Bowman House, 507 fax Macken On the comner (s the Bowman House (Holmes — No. 12, 407 Eax

: Mackson). This Greek revival house was built in 1852, The two rooms
acrors the front and the porch blinds are part of the original house,
Squane-section. box columns support the roof of the inset porch, the
roof having been ramed in pitch 1o mask a Later two=story addition w
the rear of chie howse,
# Acros the street from the Townhouse is the Swayze House, 420
East Madison, an attractive classical evivaliCueen Anne. dwelling. The
porch engages 3 charming cormer pavilhon with 3 comical, tumet noof.
s [own the hil & the Damington House, 404 East Madison, a
tradigional house of mteresting compadite desgn by Arnchitect
Raymond Birchent of Jackson in the 1740, The lush green foliage
that surrodnds the house enhances the comifonable balance of the
design, and demonstrates the fertility for plan: growth in this humid region.

13. Pogh-Blundell, 333 Bae Powed fan end of Yaoool

The Pugh-Blundell House MWaller—Mo. 13, 333 East Powel), directly
at the end of Yarod Street, I a fine rassed cottage in the Greek
Revival style, probably erected shortly after the property was acquired
on hume 7, 1847, Square columns with an applied aitice mok] oma-
mentation supporn the inset porch roof wath 2 full basement X the
ground lovel, masked somewhat by a4 partial fill terrace at the fron
Lawt, Monumentl two-panel, Greek Revival doors open direltly into
doubie parlors across the front thar retain their original mantel plece.

The Dent House [Holmes=—No, 14, 217 Morth Yaroo is 2 good
example of the small, vernacular Greek Revival cottage which probabéy
formed much of the building Qbric of earty Yamoo City. This house,
bullt o property purchased i 1859, retains its original —
Cypress entrance doof with IFansom. Severs| mtenor pac-pane] doors - ———
and a mantel plece dating from the ariginagl consructon ake remain 14, Dent Houps, 21 7 Benh Yiro

intact, —
W”é—
The Wilson-Gilruth House Seward—No. 15, 324 East Madison| & 1
the largest surviving house from the pre-Civil War period in Yazoo Cicy. 1
It was probabby bt .
15. Wilson-Gllruth, 124 fair Madhon soon after the site
v was puEchased In
| 84&, The front of
the hinge comprises

twd levels of porches
wirh recrangular
section columns and
turmed bafustrackes,

The original Greek
Revival charactes & somewhat maseed by detoratnee wioodwork screens
imerted between the columas, probably about 1881, However, marmy
of the Jrehitecural details from the 1844 construction remain mEact.
There it persistent supposition that this house was precul and shipped
from Cinciemati, Ohio, [0 the 19904, 3 screenad porch addition
earmed 3 “rmost symaachesc addition’™ award from the Mational Trust
Ior Halone Presenyainn




16, Wikion-Tyler-Eggleston House, 117 [ Madwa  The Wilion-Tyler-Eggieston House (Mo, 16, 317 Easr Madison)
: was, sccording to tradition, buill originally as 3 one-story brick ot
' rape in early 1844 It b possible that elements of the fabric pre-
date this period. The second story and the two-story porch with
staged box columns and brackers were added around 1880, The
interior retains marry onginal detaik, and a4 resr wing containing 3
dinmg room, pantry, and kitchen with 2 side galiery & still in use.

The Dalton House (Bridglonth—NMe. 17, 214 Korth Monroe) i
possibly the oldest remaining house in Yazoo City, although much
arered n s present form. This house is recorded a5 having been
soid with the preperty in 1837, The windows and siding of the
present structure are replacements of around 1900, but two
priginal windows with blinds remain, relocated to the aitic gables,
The insset posch probebly had recranguiar secon o columng, af
some time replaced by thie present turned-Viciorian colonnees

18, Bardwell, 28 Norh Moame

The Bardwell House (Mo,
i 8§, 228 Morch Monrog|
was ongmally bult ad a
Greek Hevival cotiage
prior to {853 The
secomnd fooe, wath Ce1aEn
Wiciorian features, was
adicked afer the turm of
the Cenlury. A e
reCenl rendvation by
formeT CWMErs remoyed
the Victorian features
where possible.

AL the comer of Madison and Monroe is the Cadenhowse House
(Palmer—Mo. 19, 228 Faw Madison), ca, 1850, The front entrance
is characierized by a low pedisment with dental molding original o the
gruciure although the Frerch doors are modern replaCemenis. it

the antebe
-l 20. The Stigler House, 719 fax Midser
with later A0t iong
inchading the turmed
Victorian folumng,

Mest door, the Stigler House (Thompson—HNo, 10, 217 Eatl
Madison) is 3 two-story townhouie in the Second Empire style of
around 1880, The semi-detached katchen, still intact, ss i 2
well-tended herb and flowor garden

This s the end of the Yazoo City Historle District Walking Towr.
Please drive around and see some of the other historic buildings
listed! at the front af this brochure and designated on the map.




