












made one more effort to halt the Federal advance. Guns of 
the Brookhaven Artillery charged up and started firing on 
General Blair's men. This threat was quickly met by arrival 
of additional Union artillery, armed with 12-inch howitzers. 
After a brief duel, the outgunned Mississippians broke off 
the engagement. 

What Confederate forces had failed to do, General Grant 
did for them. Troubled by reports of General Joe Johnston's 
huge army and fearing that General Blair might be moving 
into a trap, he ordered the northern army back to Snyder's 
Bluff. 

The Union forces made their return trip down the fertile 
Yazoo Valley. Here General Blair estimated there was 
sufficient subsistence and forage to supply General Joe 
Johnston's army for at least a month. 

The soldiers destroyed an immense quantity of bacon, 
approximately 500,000 bushels oLcorn and seized about 
1,000 head of cattle and 200 horses and mules. 

Meanwhile, Confederate communications being very 
slow, General Johnston did not receive word at his Jackson 
headquarters that a force ofF ederals was advancing up the 
"Mechanicsburg Corridor" until May 30, the same day 
General Blair was evacuating Mechanicsburg to fall back 
toward Snyder's Bluff. 

To effect a concentration against General Blair, General 
Johnston sent Major General William W. Loring's "Left 
Wing" and Brigadier General Samuel G Maxey's brigade 
to Canton by rail. At the same time he ordered Major 
General William H. T. Walker's "Right Wing" to march 
from Canton to Yazoo City. Colonel Samuel W. Ferguson's 
hard-hitting combat team joined General Walker and by 
June 1 the "Army of Relief' was in Yazoo City. 

Immediately after the surrender of Vicksburg on July 4, 
1863, Admiral Porter prepared to follow up this Confederate 
disaster with a series of raids into the surrounding 
countryside. 

General Johnston, occupied with defending the capital, 
Jackson, against Major General William T. Sherman's 
forces, had called the "Army of Relief' and all the troops 
he could take from other Central Mississippi locations. 

At Yazoo City, Commander Isaac Brown was in charge 
of a naval unit, while Colonel William B. Creasman 
commanded the soldiers. They were desperately trying to 
throw up fortifications against an inevitable Union attack. 

On July 12, Admiral Porter sent seven transports carrying 
Major General Francis J. Herron's division to Yazoo City. 
The transports were convoyed by the ironclad Baron 
DeKalb and the tinclads Signal and New Republic. The 
5,000 men of General Herron's army disembarked below 
the city and the ships moved upstream where there was a 
short duel between Confederate artillery in the bluffs above 
the town and the vessels on the river. The troops, during 
the artillery engagement, outflanked the town and made 
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the Confederate position untenable. 
Both Commander Brown and Colonel Creasman 

withdrew. Commander Brown moved on to the Confederate 
Arsenal at Selma, Alabama, and his sailors joined ships at 
Mobile. Colonel Creasman's small force made contact with 
General Johnston's Rebels at Morton, Mississippi. 

The only bright spot in all this from the Southern 
viewpoint was the sinking of the DeKalb by two planters, 
Mr. J. J. B. White and Dr. Washburn, who had devised the 
mine-like device described earlier that they could discharge 
under the vessel. 

From September 1863 to December 1864, northern 
gunboats ranged the Yazoo River at will, and Yazoo City 
was raided and/or temporarily occupied four more times 
without significant resistance from the small number of 
Confederate units operating in the interior of Mississippi. 
The main objective of these raids was to commandeer 
cotton and food supplies, livestock, horses and mules for 
the Yankee stronghold in Vicksburg. 

In September 1863 the Federals landed two regiments 
of troops from river vessels which went on a rampage in 
the city. In October, another Federal force, this time under 
General McArthur, occupied the town and were particularly 
ruthless. 

Only once did the Confederates strike back, on March 
5, 1864, during the third temporary occupation. And this 
time bloody fighting in the streets of downtown yazoo City 
left 31 northerners dead, 121 wounded, and 31 missing. 
And brought a hasty return to Vicksburg by the rest. The 
southerners lost only six dead and 51 wounded. 

That Union operation began as a sweeping raid based in 
Yazoo City to seize cotton, mules and foodstuffs from as 
far away as Greenwood and Grenada. The considerable 
booty was being assembled in warehouses on the Yazoo 
City waterfront for further shipment to Vicksburg. The 
warehouses were guarded by tinclad gunboats. 

To stop the raiding, and to retrieve as much of the loot as 
possible, a strong contingent of 1,300 Tennessee and Texas 
cavalry was assembled at Benton, just east of Yazoo City. 
With some artillery support they were led by Generals R. 
V. Richardson of Tennessee and Sui Ross of Texas. Early 
in the day they first surrounded and silenced with cannon
fire the main Union redoubt on the Benton Road protecting 
the occupying force. Then the southerners swept from the 
bluffs into the north of town and on down toward the river 
landing. Fiercely resisting house by house, the Federals 
were pushed during the day toward the protection of their 
tinc1ads which were also lobbing shells into the fray. At 
one point a howitzer was landed from one of the boats to 
the foot of Main Street and surrounded by cotton bales to 
make a small fort. Firing up Main Street, it was soon taken 
by the southerners, but then was recaptured by the Yankees. 

By mid-afternoon the southerners had found and burned 



much of the looted cotton and had retaken most of the mules 
and supp1ies not inside the warehouses. Considering their 
objectives largely gained they began an orderly withdrawal. 
Rushing out of the warehouses to fire at the departing 
enemy, the Yankees were quick to claim a Southern rout
that is, until their true losses were realized the next day. 

The following month, on April 22, 1864, another 
surprising and most uncommon event occurred on the yazoo 
River two miles upstream from Yazoo City. A Federal 
gunboat, the tinclad USS Petrel, tied up to the river bank 
near the mouth ofTokeba Bayou, was attacked and captured 
by a combat patrol from the 11 th and 17th Arkansas 
Consolidated Mounted Infantry. Accurate fire from the 
opposite bank by two 10-pound Parrot rifles partially 
disabled the vessel, causing part of its crew to flee. Then 
Arkansas boys swimming across the swift-flowing muddy 
waters took their prize. 

On May 19, 1864, Federal troops for the last time came 
into Yazoo City and got out of hand. Despite the efforts of 
the provost guards, they burned the courthouse, the lawyers' 
offices, and several dwellings. 

By the last few months of the war, Yazoo County had 
been so overrun by the frequent raids of the enemy that 
there was little of value left and the county had practically 
no strategic value. 

In addition to serving as a battleground, Yazoo City and 
County contributed mightily of men to the Confederate 
cause. The Hamer Rifles was the first unit to be organized 
and mustered into service at yazoo City on April 8, 1861. 
This unit was assigned to the Army of Virginia and served 
there as Company D of the 18th Mississippi Regiment. 

By the end of the war all of companies made up from 
Yazoo County had suffered extreme losses through death, 
wounds, prison confinement and disease. Only a small 
remnant of those who enlisted returned. 

It was these survivors who, when they returned to their 
denuded homeland, were faced with the heartbreaking task 
of rebuilding under the rigors of Reconstruction days. It 

was several years before the county began to take on a 
healthy economic complexion and the battle against great 
odds was turned in favor of the residents. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Today, Yazoo County shows none of the scars of a 
battleground. It has long ago modernized its farming and 
has become firmly entrenched as an industrial and 
commercial center. The economy of the county is divided 
almost equally between agriculture and industry. Cotton, 
soybeans, rice, small grains and the rapidly growingfarm
raised catfish industry give the area an important 
agricultural base. 

Oil was discovered in the southern part of Yazoo County 
in 1939 and the many producing wells located in TInsley 
Oil Field today represent an important segment of the area s 
economic base. 

In 1948, Yazoo City became the headquarters of 
Mississippi Chemical Corporation, the worlds largest 
producer of nitrate for use in commercialfertilizers. 

Hood Packaging Corporation manufactures multiwall 
paper bags, Amco manufactures farm and construction 
implements for domestic and foreign markets, Yazoo 
Industries is a major supplier of electronic wiring 
accessoriesfor the automobilelnduslry. The industrial base 
is widely diversifieaand includes chemical andfertilizer 
manufacturers, farm implements, lumber mills, grain 
elevators, and grain storage facilities. 

The Yazoo County Port, located on the Yazoo River in 
the Industrial Park just west of town, contains modern port 
facilities and is capable of handling full size river barges. 
The Port has the capability of loading and unloading liqUid 
and dry materials. 

Yazoo County is served by the mainline of the Canadian 
National/Illinois Central Railroad, four-lane access to 
Interstate 20, state and federal highways to Memphis, 
Vicksburg and Jackson, the state capital. 

A municipal airport can accommodate large private 
aircraft and corporate jets. 

woo ..... 
Yazoo County Convention & Visitors Bureau 

P. O. Box 186 
Yazoo City, Mississippi (MS) 39194 

1-800-381-06621 (662) 746-18151 Fax (662) 746-1816 
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