




















much of the looted cotton and had retaken most of the mules
and supplies not inside the warehouses. Considering their
objectives largely gained they began an orderly withdrawal.
Rushing out of the warehouses to fire at the departing
enemy, the Yankees were quick to claim a Southern rout—
that is, until their true losses were realized the next day.

The following month, on April 22, 1864, another
surprising and most uncommon event occurred on the Yazoo
River two miles upstream from Yazoo City. A Federal
gunboat, the tinclad USS Petrel, tied up to the river bank
near the mouth of Tokeba Bayou, was attacked and captured
by a combat patrol from the 11* and 17® Arkansas
Consolidated Mounted Infantry. Accurate fire from the
opposite bank by two 10-pound Parrot rifles partially
disabled the vessel, causing part of its crew to flee. Then
Arkansas boys swimming across the swift-flowing muddy
waters took their prize.

On May 19, 1864, Federal troops for the last time came
into Yazoo City and got out of hand. Despite the efforts of
the provost guards, they burned the courthouse, the lawyers’
offices, and several dwellings.

By the last few months of the war, Yazoo County had
been so overrun by the frequent raids of the enemy that
there was little of value left and the county had practically
no strategic value.

In addition to serving as a battleground, Yazoo City and
County contributed mightily of men to the Confederate
cause. The Hamer Rifles was the first unit to be organized
and mustered into service at Yazoo City on April 8, 1861.
This unit was assigned to the Army of Virginia and served
there as Company D of the 18 Mississippi Regiment.

By the end of the war all of companies made up from
Yazoo County had suffered extreme losses through death,
wounds, prison confinement and disease. Only a small
remnant of those who enlisted returned.

It was these survivors who, when they returned to their
denuded homeland, were faced with the heartbreaking task
of rebuilding under the rigors of Reconstruction days. It

was several years before the county began to take on a
healthy economic complexion and the battle against great
odds was turned in favor of the residents.
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Today, Yazoo County shows none of the scars of a
battleground. It has long ago modernized its farming and
has become firmly entrenched as an industrial and
commercial center. The economy of the county is divided
almost equally between agriculture and industry. Cotton,
soybeans, rice, small grains and the rapidly growing farm-
raised catfish industry give the area an important
agricultural base.

Oil was discovered in the southern part of Yazoo County
in 1939 and the many producing wells located in Tinsley
Oil Field today represent an important segment of the area s
economic base.

In 1948, Yazoo City became the headquarters of
Mississippi Chemical Corporation, the world's largest
producer of nitrate for use in commercial fertilizers.

Hood Packaging Corporation manufactures multiwall
paper bags, Amco manufactures farm and construction
implements for domestic and foreign markets, Yazoo
Industries is a major supplier of electronic wiring
accessories for the automobile’industry. The industrial base
is widely diversified and includes chemical and fertilizer
manufacturers, farm implements, lumber mills, grain
elevators, and grain storage facilities.

The Yazoo County Port, located on the Yazoo River in
the Industrial Park just west of town, contains modern port
facilities and is capable of handling full size river barges.
The Port has the capability of loading and unloading liquid
and dry materials.

Yazoo County is served by the mainline of the Canadian
National/lllinois Central Railroad, four-lane access to
Interstate 20, state and federal highways to Memphis,
Vicksburg and Jackson, the state capital.

A municipal airport can accommodate large private
aircraft and corporate jets.
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Yazoo County Convention & Visitors Bureau

P. 0. Box 186

Yazoo City, Mississippi (MS) 39194
1-800-381-0662 / (662) 746-1815 / Fax (662) 746-1816
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